M

Mathrubhumi

Q9Q)EA

0)0)2l(MWZO)S 6)QAUSS3D

1971 RATHTD 2004 U5 50 Bdhas]
esaT mosPEIeiims
meomuimaimiss

W Ta0IWe. 2005-Th
Bl @S8R
(aimuinoapoemons amarioy
W) TUiaElO63aIT G351
(BIEEERETLIIGTRILHID
a0l @enmis

(U e mies) aroc ooy
@ seaaamielegeazom
Gflagedaddcamian

emd onIF 2l SIn3NS

“Ia:go;; s wlne SUTEoRmID
@ S @00 @ eI Imos koAl
Y en] GONICLINT BEROETTHTUETT e RFTTINNH |
MUl SMeTUITe @msEins SNaImamTIy
anagomenzoaikngm). Milaos eommilensn
EDIOENS FLaTLIMTEIG ST N
SNEmEIETT Ead Bmayleownt, agumosm)
MRt WaNEmaN] Galodlayl. “mante
ERIT AN afufin)or eruniasianiam)
Eraehmma™ agamy aojas) @l Caeaimo
afgEiyrioneno?™ alltlewonsmonialamy
a0jald, “SREMBIESHMEIT: HRAlMMESMmD
e, eeam wrlemmilod asmlmmgs el

& 15l JROW ERy0 AlRLTISE)
S5 Gkt NGNS, EMEOEFERE G J0MimD
5kamd ag)gind rUienaelomil.

SRl ng)gle SUIEIHNE0 TUANIWETHI
[ R =T O e B A L T P T T T
amuosTTkT, ELAEmINMo N FUmERInIngal
BIMDTDMIUSHTT MENTUCIDIDY § 0G5
mmomil aumuda flaalmm @ mospnidlajim
25.8 seeionoogsnd. 2009-o2 myssard 2013
3 MO i @D uAbmloes aoielnd
292 aanodl anuo@h. agyaimils auoss ooy mod
almall 24.8 eanos] anvogd. wales saends
o MORIDEEN0s] BrLUTB0.

U manFEiEnite Gal0@om T R ond nnekmml
ERESTNAENT" ~M0od ke, L goiny Adeen
milnoEizaant Mo |00 alek, Ganadlwdan
i Tlallmmin Rolood enslauenuEnTinns
aERopla@m emEanmsT (s jond gmmod
MONMETTNDY B I-BIIEID ngymadadl) mo
ek s, RIB-UTleEs TUDan S
eip@amosaemsent middmiao nigkaaim
SmEIegs @NU0eS WIelTd aslmmy
ani. manereigmoml alaTim i aelmmlaadn
Y EIGs FTETIMRHIE . T, dspmon
e Anmnlagtilsrmomorusors ik ns
LN MDA MOS0 ne0n ORI
dunaimlgnamaimoe 08T @Lgod Boyanus
smglmt gwdamyailedsan,Tn MY 9k ag)ano
&1 HHNOEEOT] GRIMILLETD HalDEnosenzd
IR HOE e adnsm, adondudaisoieg.
ks AT S leTme &0l @IDaU IMMEmme
oS @HEALIS DTSl HeouSTing
AL AR IR A lISITTIRHIR0 s
siive dladipe saledlsmmilngn). meaote s

Blafsmng),
MUTBLNIFIRDEN: D0TBE| e BaEBErUnmlad
TRIDAVU ) B 0 CHEKDT o 8 e’

szl ORI IALTaTe. BaT, 2019-m3
ik 1] =y @m&_’ 1 Sl

e

iglgpmm eengml sud. 350 dpd owones
AT BN )Ts aldTIMO HHIMNNIHS afamnia
sTunEkTda o 1043 05l anosd ruagsm
spmmasn, odmmandaiems, mildlassme,

nfleman oy ori it B adleoal
e S alganoa, HaBonEMmH 6500 afg
e nilodieme smilsymm HoBETLD

@n0dg migl. mge) @nomonIaHnilmomnmmo
(U@a, ARETHIREmeS Gy uiu., moodlsemm
ERTRINtY ambanuitnurd squrod mys
AN & kT alalml & taEa INE] DRG],
SITUBBITHL IS DT LM T Dow)ssaste ol
BUTlan}Im 0D akal alem] @D T
OO MM NSO TN]ETE.

# aduews3omiss

allé mumo
2021-9E] SHSNSN BT DD, LIS
nflesrnas. 3500 amos] enosnomy (2.6 eisa.
@en0g] mynd). HeaImolmalammsyTm M1my
ARSI ST A I DTN TGRS,
RN @S MTdd ]t moeids mano
EIET Semnal. @Noma0Ing wnadlnenl
mladrilony@s o aaiat smmos, ofsom,
ngnanad s Tnem s suoelens (gl
anil.) RadmilefelomSEs MowmTo. BNmaE]
GEID QDY HFINMIESTH, nlEaa, HOalimi
ngelad midaly wrlaruoilate mpeowl
epmmumraileanl alled aaumapmamm

S THIM] S @G0ty
E@maat @g) U asgElaioil
art saasaflot cuogera oy Q
il Vel - tay i Y ER LT
(WEHIGE @M G0N
(T TUOUATIES n BN TIDE
ol ruogymriltlagsal agme
(ATl afifehas Aaamamam

e 163,00
&l L

Oy

s piladlajisizie).

1971 symael woyleim)
515 Alel BRI EnElkring
MU O STRS e 903
DD ITIBLHS TUAOIONTIMOED
a1, 0o BETMIRES BHTIEl
SdEn Saldennddlsd and
§ mieind (Deandmiano
Ealli DRk Barils
momueg Tilewgd agamos,
OB R ln 130Tk B HS0I
Ea T MOESaISFHEVIRIT Bald)
GardaTilggand), erleneouTI e
APODch FROHIDHEE EHITNILOT
atl anoTa, MBS, MIBOMED
(USe, WENGTUAITIe, BEWUEY M, EnoLl
UL EETE af)S0EEaIigElal
ADAINAES U EE 19T sy 2004
wam B0 az0s] encondlmd mosreaonlogmmy
AeUmnailmHoiliomies uempruandm.. 2005-

=]

@0 Bk DIRUSE (Ionoadoomems
a1 aeaindlnt nom auflaselanymo e,
MTEREENTI LRG0 b oilaald ol
ST WIS Ao M@l
adondinuodFAnadn DEMULSKRND ans
T T BT e R R TR Y
LMo EIDTDIMoNHHIBINOTI
BNijs HAIINDANs. AR (3l
emriknhio Ry, oagyrnuilee e
o deng ool mynesuoT
OB DDA Made il
s ElAHEITINIES M
WaELITe BRDme allg)
nugmmEEs 16,000
ngaad e 99 ud
AHETTED] DRI
ST, v hal.
DSEI0ARNE] MO
Sgh BDamonangl
OO NS I
“EI OS5 B0
ST AR Raay allmom
RIS B 3)eEn i)
0flsmy. @Se) M GRLDaETD),
a5 My nilnemomousmilesast
culamaa il By Dol 3
anFlErmdig). ENmIMond EnamIndadnladmmmy
(Uma (UGS dndisials By mogiailzomomons
®om ngudamlaniomy.

6 GROE0I8AMEIWIETIT 7
610 68BUDBRIM3 SQIGMTS...

6) ﬁ)o@qam]ﬁ e s
s adennadd axdlo
amleny, (E@aned pjmidanmdaandn am:
hagokwposn) moind anenselzpmn
syl Daoomuayg oot enody
milgl Aoal Mcb0Saamin (all.oil.mil) pevmy
ani. BTN SH0SlalSlels agRio
oilae maies usminwseaan;. oailns
gjeaeuelansmlTh plmiluuaddaado

e egiladio’ moeEasuam] eaoods mi
dlsrmanmmsy LET, 4 fhod
0TS T, ilebin oA o

muilBmoenml. g0 Alemilsa snioalafisie)

gSpmbainmar: adlsnpolamag.
GnIME] Sodanl ila O
b T0067 BIGOMIBE DO IR, TUBR0
dliado muusbnfoosrtio. alemosa
SRIOMATMMIL Amoflel, Tl MO0L=Rm
LRSI My Ry o poflmdsaiom
aumdniuruoae sogladesdd T el

l, LS BOMOETH i lada i
. B, AT T REIE00) S0Mn
ol gy, sTuowy I Baldj@Eo
60 ) TOIEMOTTH .

alab@lngss Haeinl 1400 o
ewosd (i asosl mjal). seaIm@
&M SyalEYS e alSMOTI0SNTINGE. oG,
amyunT 140 dandl saonogen (1000 amos]

mnt) mmdalalgen, sl danomn,

EonsTl sud

il ol 1 aqono ]
09 @, adANmOImY asaomom 260 einn
lnd 116 enngd 99 audaseomas) He.aim
w0 M), MOheama.

weleimod nudanim)s Moks Galodg mig
Flh0T06M0 aepud elalgnug. eadamy
BE ST T GH00), alE0S b kaloila
milgaent @y nilronimes o alqgiclaen md.
ERAINUNS BRGNS BSTrLoomTuDd

Fomksdaioy’ 269 eeogdeial o il

oy ol T bR LD @y ool

@ooad] snofleasyiflamg e sl
0N HNAKND EOYaTIGSRMTY e
MUSHAHD MOUTINHS Bakdmflaaan
ot 25 gy, oy ol 00
DE3uTleaTn arLoi el qumdngo
Mooy Com®e), almlmaclailan. @meenm
DOSHADATHIET FR B0,
enmiimsymmmado’ eepsad swdlnado
BaO00S IFNS] SN EMITe GOITeAT]
Hanfasailon aanoesoamsianngol Honus.
B amerEsss milnuadamio eoad
ocoand. Anales i miluuniosesa)ice
BaL0G50ADSIANOIT. (ID), AWMO0T BHGD
lSa SndaMa@nos” ag)oMialONmD o
NUAM]. @0 BaEENID MINERIFIGWIT G220 N
sy mssaaym ool muesuthoom
o e (o ng) e’
ADEANTIIHOGN @ alddle. (TICTRHIVTIT,
MU IO, BldbiSlealiSle afiImial0
STy, F0E0J0te ERE3a0. aitieumino
Ll ol ol o T Gengmy
s, “an) anaad eenyndod npaumoanen
modlmoesa, 120 mjas mo noyeyad (pimd
nwdd) cumsaymy 60 opaem ganeswioiomy
BE]. @D dnodg mildl aaameo, Eydan e
sl oaiinl. smsoEvedsiim) arusme.” @neg
n0e al)SEm), GRS M OMedud Ms
BOYTNYNEARIM L GOS0 CIMITNLEETRD
Aff)Me Gal0dlafl, SOG) nf) T ICEITEm0
18 HHETH a6 (L0000 Enlowil,




China's White Elephants

Sri Lankan Notes
Cissy Jacob
01/04/2022

Johnson and Ratnayaka, who came to pick me up from the Bandaranaike
International Airport in Katunayaka on Monday, kept mentioning China while
talking. In their conversation in Sinhala, only the word China was understood.

"What are you talking about?"

"We are now going to the China Expressway" was the reply.
"The China Expressway?"

The reply was with a laugh, "All of ours belong to China."

He also mentioned the names of several projects that China has built and is
building in Sri Lanka. By that time, the said China Expressway was reached.

This is the Katunayake Expressway built by Sri Lanka with the help of the
Chinese Exim Bank. This four-lane road connecting the Bandaranaike
International Airport with the capital Colombo is 25.8 km long. The project,
which started in 2009 and opened in 2013, cost 29.2 crore dollars. EXIM Bank
has given a loan of 24.8 crore dollars. Sri Lanka spent four and a half crore
dollars.

"We are going through the Japan bridge now," they said. This Japan bridge is
the new Kelani bridge. This bridge was built by JICA (Japan International
Cooperation Agency), a partner of the Japan Drinking Water Scheme, which is
familiar to Keralites. Although the structure is called the Japan-Sri Lanka
friendship bridge, it was built on their loan. The first phase of the bridge,
which is being built in two phases, was completed last year. Last year,
Highways Minister Johnston Fernando said that this bridge is standing on huge
steel piers because the old bridge is not able to support the traffic from the
Kudunayake International Airport. The first phase was completed at the end of



last year after continuing the work during Covid days. Until the power crisis
worsened, the beams of the bridge shed light. Now the light is off.

Apart from these constructions, there are two large Chinese projects on the
right and left of the hotel where I stayed in Colombo. One is the Lotus Tower,
which was completed in 2019 but is yet to be commissioned. The 350 meter
high tower was built with a loan of 10.43 crore dollars from China's Exim
Bank. It is designed with facilities like communication, surveillance and
entertainment. The second is the Colombo Port City which is currently facing
the most criticism. The work of this project, criticized by the Sri Lankan media
as another Chinese project like the Mattala International Airport, Hambantota
Stadium and the International Convention Center there, is still going on during
this crisis.

Development on loan

As of 2021, China's foreign debt stands at $3,500 crore (Rs 2.6 lakh crore).
More than ten percent of this is loans taken from China. China is the fourth
largest lender to Sri Lanka. The first is loans from the international financial
market. Then loans from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Japan. Then
come China's. But the huge projects built with Chinese loans turned out to be
unprofitable. Some had to be leased to China itself. That is what makes Chinese
loans different from other loans. China has not responded to Sri Lanka's
demand for debt restructuring in the context of this extraordinary crisis in the
country's history.

Since 1971, many of Sri Lanka's notable infrastructures have been built with
China's help. The Nelum Pokuna Performing Art Theater in Colombo (now
called the Nelum Pokuna Mahinda Rajapaksa Theatre. Thus, the name
Rajapaksa has been added to the name of many projects), the Bandaranaike
Memorial International Conference Hall, ports, airports, irrigation, electricity,
road transport etc. China has loans in all sectors. From 1971 to 2004, the loan
assistance from China was less than 50 crore dollars. In 2005, when Mahinda
Rajapaksa became president, the acceptance of Chinese loans increased. Most
of the projects thus made became the liability of Sri Lanka.

An example is the port and international airport built in Hambantota, the



constituency of the President. Both plunged from loss to loss. When the loss of
revenue at the port was running into lakhs per day, it and the surrounding
15,000 acres of land were leased to China for 99 years. The Rajapaksa
International Airport in Mattala is also known as the world's loneliest
international airport. This airport in Mattala forest area also failed to attract
tourists. So the international airport is struggling even to work as a domestic
airport.

Who is it for? We don't want it

The Port City of Colombo (PCC) rises on the undulating Indian Ocean in front
of Sri Lanka's old Parliament Building (now the President's Secretariat) in
Colombo. Excavators work here even in high heat. There, inside the steel fence,
facing the President's Secretariat is a small gate marked Port City with a guard.
No financial crisis has affected this work.

This is the Rajapaksa government's dream project to make Colombo a financial
center like Dubai and Singapore. The government hopes the project will
transform the economy, which is dependent on tourism and exports of tea and
spices. But if we see the figures, it seems that this is also going to be a liability
for Sri Lanka.

The cost of the project is $1400 crores (Rs. One lakh crores). China is the
money lender here too. But only $140 crore (Rs 1000 crore) has been
disbursed so far. This amount is to help reclaim 269 hectares of land from the
Indian Ocean for the project. In exchange for money, 116 hectares out of 269
hectares should be leased to China for 99 years.

It is envisaged as a public-private partnership project between the
Government of Sri Lanka and the CHEC Port City Colombo Private Limited.
CHEC is a subsidiary of China Communications Construction Company, which
spearheads China's global infrastructure development initiative, the Belt and
Road Initiative. It is alleged that the project, which is planned to be completed
in 25 years, will not only affect the Sri Lankan economy but also the
environment.

While taking a photo of the Lotus Tower, a man came. "Don't take photos from
here madam. It is our president's office. Don't take photos when the president



is there. Come, [ will show you another place" and came along. Prasanth is a
native of Kandy returning from work at the Colombo port. His question to me
is how Sri Lanka is. I said that transportation was very difficult and it was very
hot. Then he started to describe his struggles. "Do you know how much a
packet of bread costs, 120 rupees? Before this man (the president) came, there
were only 60 rupees. Look at this port city, who is it for? We don't want this." -
he said. Prashant asked me if | was coming to see a gem exhibition nearby, |
said no, then he waved a bye and left.
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A deprived seashore

Sri Lankan Notes
Cissy Jacob
02/04/2022

Jaffna- a land reminiscent of Palakkad in Kerala. The doub palms that stand
high without even catching the wind. Scorching heat. Fertile soil. Unlike
Palakkad, Jaffna has a coastline. Those shores are now searing with
deprivation. The lack of money that gripped Sri Lanka completely
impoverished the people who depended on the sea for their livelihood. "No
money. There are no provisions at home. No rice, no sugar, no salt. A liter of
coconut oil costs Rs 1,100 (Sri Lankan rupees)" said Anistini saddened at Point
Pedro. All of Anistini's family, including her husband, brother and uncle, are
seafarers. Those who go fishing in the deep sea.

Anistini, who is not interested in appearing on TV or in the newspaper,
pointed to the two or three young people who sift their nets and said, "They
have just retured from the sea. Didn't even get the amount spent. It's a loss. Rs.
10,000 has spent to go to the sea. They got two Trevally fish in total. About
three kgs. Get only Rs. 600 per kg. Big loss. Five people went to the sea. This
amonut is like a penny to one person.”

Even before I leave the shore, a man came and bought the fish for the same
price. This fish is going to Colombo market.

The lack of fuel and electricity made the coastal people poorer than the city
dwellers. No ice because there is no electricity. So unable to keep fish intact.
"There is no ice for seafarers. No oil. If there is no ice, the fish will rot. So the
clients said they will not take the fish. No salt. So small fish cannot be dried. To
whom should I tell" - Forty-three-year-old Sandiran, who took up fishing at the
age of seventeen, was helpless.

Being in the coast, drinking water is also scarce. They rely on bottled water.
The price of one and a half liter bottled water on Friday is Rs 120. Due to the
frequent increase in price, instead of bottled water, well water is fetched from



a distance of three kilometers. "Milk powder was Rs 750 for 400 grams. Rs 800
today (Friday). What do we feed the babies? Sugar is Rs 230 today and Rs 280
tomorrow. So the price is going up. Then how will we live' - Sandhiran asked.

Overhearing all this conversation a six-year-old boy sits on the right. He is in

school uniform. His name is Antonyraj. His father died in 2017 when he went
fishing in the sea. He lost his mother too. This child is brought up by his uncle
Sandiran.

No one goes to sea here because of lack of income. Boats and nets lie ashore
and along the seashore. Some people are doing maintenance of fishing nets.
"All the boats here have reached the shore. There is no one in the sea. The
middlemen said they would not take small fish. So we don't catch them.
Because there was no salt to dry, we gave up a catch of small fishes in the sea"
-Sandiran and Jerome said the same thing.

Like many other household things, Sri Lanka importing salt also. Salt is
imported from China, Thailand, India and Pakistan.

Neither large mechanized boats nor nets are used by the traditional fishermen
of Jaffna. They are old fiber boats with kerosene powered engines. Therefore,
the shortage of kerosene affected them severely. After standing in line for
kerosene at six in the morning and reaching the shore at twelve, Jerome came
straight to talk: "Before this, trawlers were the problem. Because of that we
have lost lakhs of rupees.” Jerome said that Indian boats crossed the maritime
boundary and caught fish in Sri Lankan waters with nets that swept up even
small fish and the issues that followed.

"It is said that oil is given by China and India. [t doesn't matter, it's our
problem. Those who have taken loans depending on their employment are
also in trouble. Homes come to foreclosure because they don't have money to
pay" -Jerome enumerated the problems of coastal residents.

Jerome is a man who went to Australia ten years ago in search of a better life.
Traveled for 18 days and reached Australia. He was arrested for illegal
immigration and spent a few months in jail. Then he got a work visa to work in
Melbourne. He tried multiple jobs, starting from cutting wood to use in the fire
pits. Returned to Jaffna three years ago. There is a reason for that.



Thirty-nine-year-old Jerome has two children. Both will study well. He
returned to focus on their studies. He wants his son, who is a school leader, to
become a doctor. "Tura (coast) needs its own doctor. That's why [ came to this
sea job again” - he said.

Unlike other places in Sri Lanka, Jaffna has a large Tamil population. After the
civil war, many people from here migrated abroad, especially to European
countries. People and traffic are less here. Therefore, the queue of vehicles
queuing up for diesel is far less than other places in the country.

Photo-1 Boats moored at Point Pedro, Jaffna, unable to go to sea due to
shortage of essential commodities including kerosene

Photot-2 Sandhiran

Photo-3 Jerome
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Colorless Jaffna tobacco
Sri Lankan Notes

Cissy Jacob
03/04/2022

Jaffna is called Yalpanam in Tamil. For Malayalis, it is Jappanam. The land of
Jappanam tobacco in the age old stories. But Jappanam tobacco is no longer
has its color. Farmers say that the lack of color affects the fame of tobacco.

Shallot is a renowned crop in Jaffna, the center of Sri Lanka's vegetable
production. Paddy is grown in the fields of Kilinochchi and Mullaithivu, which
have been renovated so that not a single scar of the civil war remains. But this
time the production of everything has decreased. Shallots became too small.

Farmers and traders I met at the Tirunelveli market in Jaffna blamed the Sri
Lankan government's ban on the import of chemical fertilizers. The Gotabaya
Rajapaksa government banned the import of chemical fertilizers in Sri Lanka
on May 5th last year. The ban was to make the country a fully organic farming
nation. That decision, which was taken without sufficient preparation, hit Sri
Lanka badly, which was already in the grip of an economic crisis. Production
fell sharply. Due to the lack of dollars, imports have fallen and the reduction in
production has now brought the price of rice to over Rs. 200 per kilogram.

A 40 percent decrease in tea production is anticipated this year. Russia is the
second largest importer of Sri Lankan tea. Due to the war in Ukraine, the
sanctions imposed by Western countries on Russia has also hit Sri Lanka's tea
farmers.

The Gotabaya government partially lifted the ban on fertilizer imports on
November 30 following strong protests by farmers. By then, two harvest
seasons of many crops had passed. The price of fertilizer has increased by
twenty to thirty percent. The farmer's tears fell in the paddy fields, tobacco
fields and tea gardens.

Saraswathiamma, whom [ met in the tobacco fields of Kondav, and Gopi, whom



[ met in the drying center, said the same thing. Two types of tobacco grow
here. One is for chewing and the other for smoking. There are eight varieties of
these. Farming season is between February and June when the rains stop.
Tobacco is harvested when it is three months old. The leaves are cut and dried
in the sun for six days. And dried in smoke for a day. Dry tobacco is taken to a
place called Puthalam for selling. Less takers for tobacco now. Fertilizer
import has affected agriculture. Fertilizer is needed to keep tobacco green.
Dark colored tobacco is obtained only by drying the green leaves. Gopi says
market needs only that kind of tobacco. Fertilizer which used to be bought for
Rs 1500 is now being bought for Rs 30000.

At Tirunelveli Market, Yalpanam shallots are collected in one place. The seller
and helper did not want to be named. But they had given the infromation. The
size of onion has decreased due to non-fertilization. Even the locals are not
interested in undersized shallots. Shallots, which used to be sold at Rs 350 per
kg, now cost Rs 200. Sixty-four-year-old Saraswathiamma, who has been
selling vegetables here for 23 years, complains that there is no good crop in
the land due to lack of fertiliser.

Maheswaran and his wife Srimalar are sellers of leafy vegetables in the
market. "Spinach, which used to be sold at Rs 20-30, is now being sold at Rs
80. Sales are very low. Due to unavailability of fertilizer and medicine
(insecticide), the color of spinach has decreased. Pests come because of
non-medication. Untreated vegetables are good. But people don't want it
because it doesn't have color and size," said Maheshwaran.

Srimalar spoke more philosophically. "There is no electricity. So there is no
life. Everything needs electricity. We depend on tube well for water. Electricity
is also required to draw water from it. It has not rained for some time" - she
said.

However, the banana sellers in the market are a little happy. Due to lack of
import of fruit from abroad, the price of banana is high. "Earlier, banana was
Rs. 20-30 per kg. Now selling for Rs.50. As it is harvested from a nearby
plantation, lack of deisel is not an issue. It's not winter, so it's banana season" -
said Raja, who is a Tik Tok star but is not interested in appearing in any
newspaper.
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No work, no study

Sri Lankan Notes
Cissy Jacob
04/04/2022

Saturday's trip was to Kilinochchi via the Jaffna-Kandy National Highway. To
the same Kilinochchi which was once the center of Tamil Eelam. All traces of
the brutal war are covered. But wounds in the minds of a section of people that
are still not be cured.

The Jaffna-Kandy road, which opened in June 2013, was part of the 'Northern
Spring' project introduced by the post-war Mahinda Rajapaksa government for
the development of northern Sri Lanka. It was also funded by the Chinese
government. The work was done jointly by the Sri Lankan government and
China Aero Technology International Construction Company Limited. On both
sides of the road there is a wide expanse of land with shrubs, brambles and
doub palms. Occasional fields, lagoons and marshes. During the rainy season,
the salt marshes dry up in the boiling heat.

After Murihandi, which is famous for groundnuts, and Thanangilap, where the
windmills are towering, they were seen when we approached Poonagari
Lagoon. At the descent of the Sangupidi Bridge, on the right side of the road, a
group of women are eating on the stones lined up near the lagoon. All are
relatives. A photo shoot of one of them is going on at the 'view point' of the
bridge. That's why everyone came together.

Sanuja in the group is an A Level (Class XII) student. Sanuja said how the crisis
faced by Sri Lanka has affected the students. "There is no study at night due to
13-hour power cut. The school is seven kilometers away from the house.
Traveling by bus. Season tickets (concession pass) for buses were stopped
after the diesel problem started. Now the fare is Rs 40 if in uniform. Rs 50 if
you go to school without uniform." 7th grader Priyanka also has the same
difficulties to say.

The eldest of the group is 38-year-old Manjula. Manjula's husband is a daily



wage laborer. Manjula and Akanila, who were with her, repeated all the
incidents we heard in the past few days, such as the lack of materials for the
work and the fact that the work was not being carried out.

Audikan, whom I met at Kontavil in Jaffna on Friday, also described the plight
of the masons. Audikan reached tobacco field, where [ was talking to the
farmers, through the small road attached to it. This young man was the one
who took me to the tobacco drying center and convinced the reluctant
workers and shared the information. This twenty five year old is a tiler. Tiles
arrive here from India. Due to reduced availability of tiles and raw materials
like cement and gravel, the work has slowed down. But the wages which were
previously Rs 1,500 have now gone up to Rs 2,000.

Went to Audikan's workplace. It is a house built for a 60-year-old man named
Durairaja, who was a driver in a government department. Durai Raja is also
there. "The cost of living and the cost of wages are high. The work should be
finished somehow before the new year. Otherwise the cost will increase
further"” - he said.

April 14 is Sri Lankan New Year. Before that, India brought 40,000 tonnes of
rice to the market. 60,000 tonnes of diesel was also provided to reduce power
cut time.

When returning through the deserted road after seeing Killinochi where a lot
of blood and tears were fell, and Nandikadal where the fierce battle took the
life of LTTE chief Velupillai Prabhakaran, the curfew announcement sounded
on the FM radio in the vehicle. Island wide curfew from 6pm on Saturday to
6am on Monday.

The bus to return to Colombo was on Saturday night. It was a private bus.
Called them. I was informed that there will be no interruption of the bus as
there are passengers going to Colombo airport. After six, the news came that
Sri Lankan government buses had stopped running. The private bus operators
still said that the bus would run. When I arrived in front of the Rolex store in
Jaffna in an auto called 'tuk tuk' for the bus leaving at 8:30 pm, only darkness
and a few dogs were there. Power cut. Kerosene lamps are lit in a couple of
shops. Everything else is locked. Empty Sri Lanka Transport Board buses meet



at the nearest bus stand. The guide called the bus he had booked. After calling
several times, I got an answer. "The bus will not go. Another bus going to
Colombo after 5 pm was stopped at Anuradhapura.” Returned to the hotel in
the same tuk tuk through the dark road. Checked in again.

Photo

Manjula (far right) and her team near the Sangupidi Bridge
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Sri Lanka in political uncertainty
Sri Lankan Notes

Cissy Jacob
05/04/'2022

Sri Lanka's political leadership seemed unsure of what to do when the country
was heading into the depths of economic crisis. The government's political
crackdown has plunged the country into political uncertainty, defying the state
of emergency and curfew.

All 26 ministers of the Sri Lankan cabinet resigned on Sunday night saying that
they would pave the way for the formation of a national unity government. But
not only was the unity government not immediately formed, the single largest
party in the ruling coalition, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), also decided
to leave it. The reason is the anger in the reconstitution of government. It is
reported that the reason is dissatisfaction with the appointment of Ali Sabri, a
member of the Sri Lanka Pothujana Perumuna, the president's party, as a
minister and the appointment of a new national highways minister at the time
of the financial crisis.

Former president Maithripala Sirisena's SLFP is the party that asked the
president to form a national unity government. But none of the four ministers
who took oath on Monday were from it. After that, all 14 MPs of SLFP decided
to leave the government and work as an independent group in Parliament.

Opposition parties rejected President Gotabaya Rajapaksa's Monday invitation
to accept a ministerial post. People are set to protest until President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his brother Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa step down. The
presence of opposition leader Sajith Premadasa, who participated in the
nation-wide protest on Sunday, was notable.

The general sentiment is that the Rajapaksa brothers should be completely
removed from power. That is what the small and large protest groups seen at
many places on the bus journey from Jaffna to Colombo are shouting. 'Go
Home Gota' (Gothabaya Rajapaksa). The demand is that he should resign



taking responsibility for the financial crisis in the country. He felt the heat of
that protest on his journey from Jaffna to Colombo. The bus left Jaffna at 6.50
am and reached Colombo at 6 pm. The overnight journey to Jaffna took only
seven hours and 25 minutes.

When the bus stops at Kotahena, there is a demonstration of more than 500
people, worried that if it goes inside the city, it will be delayed due to protests.
Twelve and thirteen-year-old children chant 'Go Home Gota' in front of St
Anthony's Church in Colombo 13. Current political changes cannot quell these
protests.

Police fired tear gas and water cannons at those who tried to barge into
Mahinda Rajapaksa's house in Tangol, Hambantota, demanding that he leave.
Protests were held in front of the houses of almost all the MPs.
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Let no more blood fall on this soil

Interview with Arjuna Ranathunga by Cissy Jacob, 08/04/2022

After retiring from cricket, Arjuna Ranatunga's innings was in politics. First in
Sri Lanka Freedom Party. Then in UNP. He administered the Port, Shipping,
Petroleum, Transport, Aviation and Tourism departments. Ranatunga shares
his views as Sri Lanka goes through troubled times, both economically and
politically.

Q: Protests all over the country. Leaders are leaving the country. All the
people I met say they have no money. What happened to Sri Lanka?

A: If you ask what happened to this country, in 2019 elections the president
got a big majority and in 2020 the parliament got a big majority. 69 lakh
people voted for Gotabaya Rajapaksa in the presidential election hoping to
change the political culture of the country. When the parliamentary elections
came, they bought off a few opposition MPs and won a two-thirds majority.
Then the 19th Amendment of the Constitution was amended. Under the 19th
Amendment, the power was vested in Parliament. This amendment was
introduced in 2015 to reduce the powers of the President. We did not want an
all-powerful president to lead the country. We have seen the results before.
There were good leaders and bad leaders. We decided that the power should
rest with the Parliament and the Prime Minister. But they changed it in 2020.
Power was again concentrated in the President. They were arrogant on their
first day in office. They thought they could do anything with the power in their
hands. So they started collecting loans. Constructions have started.
Concessions were given to the needy. With that, the entire economy collapsed.
[ am not an economist. But even the smallest things did not go smoothly. They
were overconfident about their majority in Parliament. Unfortunately, along
came Covid. But all the countries have handled covid well. They point to covid
as an excuse for their own laziness. But they failed in managing the wealth and
managing the country. As a family (Rajapaksa family) they control 60 percent
of the ministries in the country. This family should take the blame for the
current situation.



Q: How can Sri Lanka recover from the current economic and political crisis?

A: There are two things. First is the financial problem. The second is the
political issue. But from what I understand from the experts, Sri Lanka should
have gone to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank
earlier. We had a big ego. We thought we should not go to the IMF. The IMF
has conditions. We don't know how to turn those conditions in our favor. They
have some good terms like transparency and tender procedures. None of this
is of interest to the Rajapaksa government. So we went to the IMF too late. And
so we got into this mess.

Q: Many people I have seen blame themselves

A: The Rajapaksas have been ruling the country for a long time. What
happened in 20157 We defeated the president, Mahinda Rajapaksa. That is, the
people wanted a change. And then we ran this country in a very democratic
way. There was transparency. We don't claim to be very smart. Our
government also had its faults. Aren't there the people | mentioned earlier? By
bringing in Gotabaya Rajapaksa they introduced a new idea. He is not even a
politician capable of leading Sri Lanka. He is a soldier. The Rajapaksas had no
choice. So they presented him as a separate person with the support of some
Buddhist monks, few but not all monks, with the blessings of some influential
channel. People fell for it. We tried to explain this when we were in opposition.
But unfortunately he came to power. He won an absolute majority in
Parliament. The constitution was amended for (former finance minister) Basil
Rajapaksa, who was a dual citizen and held an American passport and
therefore could not be a parliamentarian. The 19th Amendment to the
Constitution was amended. He was brought to Parliament by passing the 20th
Amendment. So now the country has been brought to this state.

Q: You were the Minister of Ports, Shipping, Petroleum, Transport, Aviation
and Tourism. Now Sri Lanka is a country without any Ministers

A: One thing we need to understand is that the former president and prime
minister made us ministers after understanding our capabilities. What did
they do this time? All important ministerial positions were given to their



supporters. That's how the country went down the wrong path. When I was
managing the port department, it started making profits within a year and a
half. I looked after the Ministry of Petroleum for two years. Petrol crisis does
not happen overnight. Orders for petrol, diesel and kerosene are placed three
months in advance. And not overnight. They don't even seem to know that this
is the method. Instead of awarding a long-term contract, they issue a spot
tender. There are procedures for long-term contracts. Ministers or other
officials can grab money while giving spot tenders. So they were promoting
this practice.

Q: How can the tourism sector, which contributed 10 percent of the GDP, be
revived?

A: People love to come to this country. But the tourism sector needs to be
marketed properly. My brother is tourism minister. But unfortunately they are
not promoting tourism in the best way. They are trying to bring in Russians
and Ukrainians. The relatives of this president have many interests there. Sri
Lanka should be looking to attract tourists who spend more money. There are
such people not only in Europe and America but also in India. Big spending
tourists no longer come from India. They are all going to the Maldives. If as
many people are coming as they say, where does the money go? Not how many
people came. It's about how many dollars they brought here.

Q: It is understood that even during the war there was no such severe crisis.
How about then and now?

A: We went through war for almost thirty years. We were fighting terrorists
that day. We won that battle. My personal opinion is that since then there have
been no better emulation efforts. It could have been done so much better. In
2015, we started development in North and East regions (war zones). The
people there felt that they were a part of Sri Lanka. One of the happiest
moments of my life. When we won the World Cup, the LTTE made people
watch cricket. A ceasefire was announced. Sports can bring people together.
People also suffered during the war. But they knew that suffering was for a
purpose. Today people are suffering for no reason. That is why they are on the
streets.



Photo: Arjuna Ranatunga in his office on the outskirts of Colombo
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