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Amid Kolhapur floods, 
everyday heroes 
battled danger to save 
thousands of lives in 
rural Maharashtra 
As per the India Meteorological Department, it rained 2,389.5 

mm rainfall in Kolhapur between 1 June and 28 August, which 

is 58 percent more than the normal average rainfall for the 

same period. 

Sanket Jain September 09, 2019 09:24:38 IST 

While Dhulappa Ambi rescued close to 5,500 
people on his boat, Narayan Gaikwad, a farmer, 
kept a record of all the losses. 

Akkatai Teli fearlessly questioned the Maharashtra 
Cabinet Minister for Revenue and Public Works for 
the lack of relief and preparedness by the 
government. 

Subscribe to our foreign 
policy newsletter
Sign up for a weekly curated briefing of the 
most important strategic affairs stories from 
across the world.

Subscribe

Email Address *

COVID-19 tests in Delhi to 
be doubled, says Amit Shah; 
places of worship set to 
reopen in Maharashtra 
Meanwhile, a snapshot of the 
COVID-19 situation countrywide 
showed that 41,100 new cases on 
Sunday took the total caseload to 
88,14,579 

UAE expands eligibility for 
10-yr golden residency visa 
to include more professions 
PhD holders, physicians, engineers 
as well as graduates from UAE 
accredited universities with a Grade 
Point Average of 3.8 and above will 
be granted the golden visa. The 
changes will take effect from 1 
December, 2020. 
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When it came to saving lives or drowning in fear, Dhulappa 

Ambi chose the former.

It goes back to his childhood days when he almost drowned in 

the nearby Krishna River. “My father pulled my hair and saved 

me,” he says smilingly, but equally scared still. From that 

moment, Dhulappa had a phobia of drowning. But going against 

his fears, he has been practising the traditional caste-based 

occupation of a boatman for more than three decades now. 

“After that incident, I never gathered the courage to learn 

swimming, but I learned how to drive a boat.”

How do you live with the fear of drowning in flood? “It’s simple. 

You just don’t think about it,” says Dhulappa. On 6 August, the 

water started entering the Alas village in Shirol taluka of 

Maharashtra’s Kolhapur district. The village, which has a 

population of 6,616 (Census 2011), drowned in the next four 

days.

Yogesh, Dhulappa and Gajanan rescued around 5,500 people in the Alas village. 
All images by the author

The entire village was dependent only on Dhulappa’s help. 45-

year-old Dhulappa’s only weapons were his old wooden boat 

and experience. Overcoming his phobia, he used it to save 

around 5,500 people in a week. What did the rescue operation 

look like? Dhulappa has no words to describe this. “We saved 

everyone,” is what he says.

12 cab drivers from Pune saved Rs 88,000 and 
brought biscuits, medicines, clothes, sanitary 
pads, soaps, drinking water, and many other things 
for the flood-affected villagers. 

Deepak Suryavanshi, with four other villagers, 
collectively saved 750 people from the Juni 
Dhamani village. 

'I concede nothing!': Trump 
tweets after admitting Biden 
won; offers no evidence for 
rigged election claims 
This just two hours after Trump 
seemingly admitted for the first time 
publicly that Joe Biden won the US 
presidential election though he 
continued to insist that the contest 
"was rigged" and offered no 
evidence 

Reliance Retail picks up 
96% stake in online 
furniture retailer Urban 
Ladder for Rs 182 crore 
RRVL proposes to make a further 
investment of up to Rs 75 crore. 
Further investment is expected to be 
completed by December 2023 

'Desperate attempt that will 
find few takers': India 
responds to Pakistan's 
terrorism charge 
The reaction by India came a day 
after Pakistan's foreign minister 
claimed that India was behind some 
of the terror attacks in that country 

Partnered: 3 in 4 Indians are 
splurging on technology this 
festive season. You too can 
be one of them with HDFC 
Bank Festive Treats! 
. 

1968 Koshi flood 
victims in Nepal have 
waited 52 years for 
compensation, but 
justice eludes 

generations of families 
In 1968, the Koshi river swept away 
hundreds of homes, destroying land and 
livelihoods. Generations later, villagers 
in Nepal’s Sunsari district are still 
waiting for help from the Indian and 
Nepali governments. 
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The Earth, Space & the Human Race 
Podcast Ep 8: Are people in India\'s 
cities malnourished too?

Every day at 7 am, he would start rescuing the stranded 

villagers for the next 12 hours. One round of rescuing meant 

roving 5 km. “It was important to shift people. The only thing 

that mattered was saving everyone’s life,” he says. Every day, 

Dhulappa, his two sons, Yogesh, 22, and Gajanan, 20, along 

with a few villagers would at least make nine trips to save 

almost 500 people.

It was not just saving people’s lives, another important task, 

was keeping the 2,000 stranded cattle alive. “We would at least 

carry 1,000 kilograms chara (fodder) on the 20-feet-long boat 

for the stranded animals,” says Yogesh.

To carry out this back-breaking operation, six to eight villagers 

would continuously assist the Ambi family in roving. Dhulappa’s 

experience saved the boat several times from wrecking. “We 

would navigate our way by looking at the fallen poles and trees. 

It was difficult,” says Dhulappa.

On the first day of the flood, they managed to rescue 1,200 

people from the village. “A lot of people from other villages 

helped us by giving the fodder and other required things,” says 

Yogesh. In the evening they would carry this fodder to all the 

stranded animals. “We would take a tub filled with dry fodder. 

Many cattle were at least three feet in the water. Since there 

was no space to keep the tub, we would hold it at least for 30 

minutes till the animals had eaten the fodder,” explains Yogesh.

The water level was at least eight feet higher than the 2005 

flood, say the villagers. In 2005, the entire village didn’t drown, 

but this time it did, killing at least 12 cattle.

Every day the rescue operation would be stopped at 7 pm 

because of the darkness. Dhulappa and his two sons would 

then go back to the village and stay at the first floor of a house. 

“What if an emergency came in the night? We stayed back to 

ensure no one dies,” says Dhulappa. There was no electricity in 

the Alas village for 13 days. To take care of the stranded cattle, 

around 1,000 farmers had stayed back in the village. The 

toughest task for the Ambi family was rescuing senior citizens 

and patients. “The villagers would pull the bullock cart with 

patients and older citizens in the water. The big boat couldn’t 

reach every house and so the bullock cart helped bring them 

towards us,” says Yogesh.

How do you save thousands of people with a single 20 feet long 

boat? “With just two kathi (sticks) and four haule (oars) to 

propel the boat,” says Yogesh.

At least four dead, 
hundreds forced out 
of homes as 
Hurricane Eta batters 
Honduras, Nicaragua 

A forecast shows Eta taking a turn over 
Central America and then reforming as a 
tropical storm in the Caribbean, possibly 
reaching Cuba on Sunday and southern 
Florida on Monday 

Centre approves Rs 
4,382 cr for six states 
to cover damages 
caused by cyclone, 
floods, and landslides 

The calamity assistance will be granted 
to West Bengal, Odisha, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Sikkim from the National Disaster 
Response Fund 

Narendra Modi didn't 
reply to CM's letter 
requesting financial 
aid during floods, 
claims Telangana govt 

K Chandrashekhar Rao wrote to Modi 
asking for Rs 1,350 crore as immediate 
assistance as estimated losses were 
5,000 crore 

Maharashtra allows 
single screens, 
multiplexes to reopen 
with 50% capacity 
from 5 November 

Maharashtra has ordered to reopen 
cinema halls weeks after the centre had 
announced theaters in the country will be 
allowed to open with 50 percent 
capacity. 



After a weeklong rescue operation, Gajanan parked the boat in Krishna river on 
17 August

Gajanan says, “For the first time, I got a chance to save so 

many people. We didn’t even use a life jacket.” The gram 

panchayat at Alas only had one life jacket. This was used for 

emergency cases while rescuing. The National Disaster 

Response Force (NDRF) reached almost six days later to 

rescue people. “They stayed for 1.5 days after which the water 

started receding. The entire responsibility was on us. Their 

small boats couldn’t accompany more than seven people in one 

round,” says Gajanan.

In 2005, Dhulappa and his father, the late Narsingha Ambi, 

helped save at least 3,500 people from the Alas village. “It took 

us five days in 2005 to save everyone, but this time it took us 

almost seven-eight days,” says Dhulappa.

Dhulappa’s is the third and last generation in the Ambi family to 

continue the traditional occupation of a boatman. “I have to 

work as an agricultural labourer to make ends meet. You can’t 

survive on this occupation,” he says.

People who commute on his boat, give him around 3 kg 

tandul (rice) and 5 kg jowar (sorghum) yearly. “How can I run 

my family with it?” he asks. The Ambi is listed under the 

Nomadic Tribe (NT-B) category in Maharashtra. Every day, he 

fares people from the bank of the Krishna River in Alas village 

to Akiwat village. Each trip takes about 20 minutes. “Even if 

there’s a single passenger, I fare them,” he says.

He doesn’t shift to the motorboat because of the cost and 

maintenance. “How will I manage the petrol for a motorboat? 

Someone from Pune said that they will appeal to raise a 

motorboat for me. Let’s see what happens,” he says.

A lot of people remained stranded because they had assumed 

that the water wouldn’t surpass the 2005 flood level. “None of 
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us were prepared for this,” says Yogesh. “The 1989 flood was 

worse than 2005, but I have never seen something horrible like 

the 2019 flood. This is Mahapur (megaflood),” adds Dhulappa.

A house in Alas village which was destroyed by the flood

In 1989, Dhulappa who was just 15 years old, was assisting his 

grandfather and father in a rescue operation by rowing. So far, 

he has saved more than 10,000 people.

The Zilla Parishad had given him this traditional boat two years 

back. For 12 days, the villagers were outside Alas and had to 

stay in the relief camps or at their friends' and relatives' place. 

“For the first time in our lives we didn’t celebrate the 

Independence Day,” said the villagers in unison.

Gajanan parked the boat on the Krishna River on the morning 

of 17 August. “We were all rescuing till that time,” says 

Dhulappa.

Harnessing the power of interview and documentation

For Narayan Gaikwad, his pen and a diary remain the strongest 

weapons. “I am a part-time farmer and a full-time social 

worker,” he says proudly. Trying to come off as modest, but the 

72-year-old Narayan has been working close to 16 hours every 

day from 5 August, after the flood started ravaging the villages.

He has been travelling the flood-affected villages in Shirol 

taluka of Kolhapur district. When I met him in the Bastawad 

village of Shirol taluka, he said, “Today I woke up at 4 am and 

finished all the farming work by 9 am so that I could meet more 

flood-affected families.”

He is talking to the people of villages in Shirol taluka which 

remained the worst affected in the August Kolhapur flood. 

Narayan notes down the names of the people he has spoken to 

and the losses they incurred in the flood. When I ask him why 
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he is doing that, he says, “We will make sure that everyone 

receives the compensation. In case they don’t receive the help, 

we will protest at the Panchayat Samiti office.”

72-year-old Narayan Gaikwad talking to a village in Bastawad village noting down 
the damage caused to the house and cattle

Narayan has spoken to more than 500 families from around 20 

villages in the Shirol taluka in a span of 20 days. He says, “It’s 

all devastated. We’ll have to start all over again.” While every 

family he spoke to was in tears, Narayan decided to inspire 

people. He kept telling them, “We will fight this together. We are 

all in this together.”

He is actively working to get the agricultural labourers enrolled 

under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act. For this, 

he collected the NREGA forms from the Panchayat Samiti 

office at Shirol and distributed it in the affected villages. “Till the 

time the fields are restored, people can at least earn some 

money from this,” he said. He kept informing people about 

welfare schemes and how older people can get enrolled for the 

pension scheme.

A resident of the Jambhali village in Kolhapur’s Shirol taluka, 

Narayan’s two acres field wasn’t affected by the flood. He 

distributed the vegetables from his field to the flood-affected 

villagers. “People should unionise and teach the Government a 

lesson. No help is reaching the villagers,” he said furiously. He 

has been actively working with All India Kisan Sabha where he 

visits the villages and talks to farmers, agricultural labourers, 

and people from the marginalised sections and helps them 

solve their problems.

Narayan’s observations don’t just restrict to the structures being 

destroyed. He talks about casteism and patriarchy and how 

inequality has affected the villages much more. “The other day I 

was in Arjunwad village where Dalits weren’t given the fodder 



for the animals. What kind of external help is this?” he says 

fiercely.

He asks the agricultural labourers how much they are paid 

every day and notes it. “People have to wait in such a long 

queue to get the announced Rs 5,000. If they wait in the queue 

for a day, who will clean the homes? How will they get back to 

life?” he asks.

In 2005 floods, Narayan had visited several families and 

ensured they recover from the disaster. “People thought that 

the water won’t reach more than the 2005 flood level, but they 

were wrong. Nature has taught us a powerful lesson,” he says.

Ashok Mallewadi, a tenant farmer from Arjunwad village, whose house was 
ravaged by the August flood

Narayan, who has been experimenting with organic farming is 

livid about the rampant increase in the sugarcane cultivation 

across the district. “If every farmer is going to produce 

sugarcane forever, how will the soil and land survive? Nature 

destroyed the entire sugarcane this year,” he says.

He mentions that just noting down the names won’t help. So he 

asked his farmer and labourer friends to collect clothes in their 

villages. Later they distributed the clothes in the villages of 

Kurundawad and Kavathesar. “We have to reach 

the pidit (marginsalised) sections of the society and so I am 

travelling every home and helping people,” he says.

He believes that it’s not just the natural disaster which has 

affected the people. Several conservative odds have made it 

much more difficult for the women to battle this crisis. “Several 

men are still drunk and the entire burden of cleaning homes, 

utensils have fallen on the women,” he says.

Speaking truth to power



Akkatai Teli believes in the power of accountability. She brutally 

questioned Chandrakant Patil, the Maharashtra Cabinet 

Minister for Revenue and Public Works, when he was on his 

tour of the flood-affected villages of Shirol taluka on 11 August. 

“Election la kiti seats nivdun yenar yacha niyojan hota, pan 

panyacha niyojan kasa navhata?” (You had a plan for how 

many seats your party was going to win in the elections. How 

did you not have a plan for the flood?)

Chandrakant had no answer to Akkatai’s question. Immediately, 

the party members started threatening her, but she had decided 

to speak for the people and didn’t stop. “Why have you come 

here now? To ask for votes?” she said fiercely.

66-year-old Akkatai’s 1.75 acres had partially drowned in the 

flood. She shifted to a relative’s place in the same village of 

Shirol. A relief camp with around 3,000 people was arranged at 

a school and junior college in Shirol. Every day, she would talk 

to the women and children and ensure they get all the required 

resources. An unlettered farmer, Akkatai, would contact the 

local NGOs and individuals and raise the resources 

immediately for the flood-affected villagers. She arranged food 

and clothes for at least 1,000 women. The biggest challenge 

which remained for her was arranging food for the cattle. “Look 

at them. They will all die if they don’t get food soon, and this will 

be a big loss for all the farmers,” she said.

Akkatai Teli was the only one who fearlessly questioned Chandrakant Patil for 
the lack of relief and preparedness by the Government

People from the villages of Ghalwad, Kanwad, Kutwad, Shirati, 

Hasur, Arjunwad, and Kurundawad had come to this relief 

camp. For the past two decades, Akkatai has been actively 

working for Akhil Bharatiya Janwadi Mahila Sanghatana. 

Through her work, she fights for women’s rights.

“A lot of people were scared when I questioned Chandrakant 

Patil. They even asked me to stop, but I didn’t listen to them. As 



citizens, we should ask our politicians questions,” she says. 

She was cynical of the Government’s announcements which 

had not happened by 11 August.

“The Government doesn’t care for the people. We will fight this 

disaster and soon start our farming also,” she says confidently. 

She assisted Narayan Gaikwad and visited 10 villages where 

she spoke to the women about how the floods had affected 

them and helped them.

As per the India Meteorological Department, it rained 2,389.5 

mm rainfall in Kolhapur between 1 June and 28 August 2019 

which is 58 percent more than the normal average rainfall for 

the same period. Whereas Sangli received 509.3 mm rainfall in 

the same period.

Travelling 250 kilometres to connect with the roots

It was an unusual sight in the Shirati village. Villagers don’t 

recall seeing destruction at such a rampant scale before. Fallen 

homes, broken electricity wires, stranded villagers saving 

themselves from the snakes, sick cattle waiting for fodder, a 

pool of NDRF personnel rescuing people, doctors helping the 

patients. To encapsulate the entire frame — a struggle for 

survival.

The soyabean, bhuimug (groundnut), and the sugarcane 

agriculture fields had disappeared in the village. Tractors and 

trucks had drowned in water. The unanticipated increase in the 

water level manifested into a bigger crisis. Shirati’s access had 

completely been cut off from the other villages within three days 

of flooding. The majority of the village submerged, leaving the 

parts at a slightly higher altitude safe. On the same belt are 

Kutwad, Kanwad, and Hasur villages which were all completely 

drowned.

However, around 500 farmers stayed back to take care of the 

cattle. I went to the Shirati village on 11 August with the NDRF 

personnel where I met Santosh Ombase, 23, and Rohit 

Damodar, 19. Santosh and Rohit were amongst the team of 12 

cab drivers who drove all the way from Pune to the villages in 

Sangli and Kolhapur districts. Santosh says, “We are all from 

villages and we know how difficult it gets once your entire life is 

affected by the flood.”



Rohit Damodar and Santosh Ombase were among the team of 12 drivers who 
travelled 250 km from Pune to help the flood affected villagers in Kolhapur and 
Sangli districts

Santosh is from Dhakani village in Man taluka of Satara district 

and Rohit from Loni Gurav village in Khamgaon taluka of 

Maharashtra’s Buldana district.

Collectively the 12 cab drivers saved Rs 88,000 and brought 

biscuits, medicines, clothes, sanitary pads, soaps, drinking 

water, and many other things for the flood-affected villagers. 

“This money is for the people, for our brothers and sisters,” said 

Santosh. “While we were driving on the Pune-Bangalore 

National Highway, we saw several truck drivers stranded. We 

even offered them food,” said Rohit.

They had not just come to distribute the relief aid, but also in 

assisting the NDRF personnel in the rescue operation. “We’ve 

come here to help the villagers. We all stay in Pune city, but we 

can never forget our rural roots,” says Santosh proudly. To 

reach out to maximum villagers, they had decided to split in 

different villages.

Almost after spending a week in the flood-affected villages, they 

returned to Pune. “We didn’t think about losing a week’s work,” 

says Santosh. After the fellow drivers in Pune got to know of 

their work, they thanked them for thinking about the people.

When Santosh was leaving for Pune, he said he would first go 

to rural Pune to collect the fodder from the fields. “There’s no 

fodder here and we decided to bring it and help the farmers.” 

While he was collecting the fodder, the farmer decided to 

donate the fodder cultivated on 1 guntha land (0.024 acres), he 

told me on phone. “My cousin brother distributed it in the 

villages of Kolhapur and Sangli,” he said.



Several villagers also assisted the NDRF personnel in the rescue operation

In a week, they managed to visit nine villages in both Sangli 

and Kolhapur districts. Santosh and Rohit were angry about the 

goods hoarding done by the influential people in the villages. 

“When we went for the rescue operation in the nearby village, 

the sarpanch had warned us to deliver all the relief aid only at 

his place. “These things stop many people from helping others,” 

they say.

A wireman and fellow villagers save almost 1,000 people

Deepak Suryavanshi shows the only trunk left behind in his 

house to describe the August flood. “We kept it at an elevation 

(8 feet). Still, the sarees inside it got wet,” he says. Deepak, 38, 

is a resident of the Juni Dhamani village in the Miraj taluka of 

Maharashtra’s Sangli district which started to flood on 5 August. 

Crossing the 2005 flood water level much faster, the village 

submerged within three days. Immediately, the villagers 

decided to launch a rescue operation on 6 August.

Deepak, with four other villagers, collectively saved 750 people 

from the Juni Dhamani village. A wireman by profession, his 

own house had collapsed in the flood, but he didn’t pay much 

attention to it. The bigger task at hand was saving the lives of 

the people. Not just the Juni Dhamani, they even saved 250 

people from the nearby Inam Dhamani village. “None of the 

NDRF teams could reach our village. Someone had to save 

them, otherwise many people would have died,” he said.



Deepak Suryavanshi who helped save around 750 people standing outside his 
house which had collapsed in the flood

They used the Gram Panchayat’s mechanical boat in the 

rescue operation, which lasted for three days. “Every day we 

would make at least seven trips (covering a distance of 21 km 

in total), and each trip took us at least 1.5 hours,” he 

remembers. Others who helped him were Vinayak Chougule, 

30, Babaso Patil, 50, Vaibhav Koli, 20, and Annappa Chougule, 

50. “Fortunately, none of the villagers died because of the 

flood,” says Deepak proudly.

“In the start, we used to carry at least 20 people on the boat. 

After hearing about the Bramhanal boat incident, we were 

scared, so we started rescuing 15 people at a time,” recollects 

Deepak. As per the Press Trust of India report, on 8 August, at 

least 17 people died after a boat capsised near Bramhanal 

village in Palus taluka of Sangli district in Maharashtra. This 

incident had scared several flood-affected villagers. Battling the 

fear of death and drowning, the villagers succeeded in saving 

every life. The rescued villagers were shifted to relief camps 

and schools in the nearby villages. Sangli district was flooded 

by the overflowing of Warna, Krishna, and Panchganaga rivers.

As per Deepak Mhaisekar, Divisional Commissioner, Pune, 

quoted in a PTI report, 56 people have died in Western 

Maharashtra because of the flood and two persons were 

reported missing. The report also states that 87,939 families 

from 104 villages were directly affected in the Sangli district.

Forthwith, another major crisis which hit the villages was 

inequality and patriarchy. Several women were forced to 

restore the houses, wash the utensils, and clothes with the dirty 

sewer water.



Most of the houses in the Shirati village of Shirol taluka had drowned in water

“The Government announced Rs 10,000 per rural family. How 

can we start our lives with just Rs 10,000?” asks Vijay 

Suryavanshi, a clerk at the Juni Dhamani Gram Panchayat. The 

villagers say that they received Rs 5,000 in cash, but the other 

5,000 which was supposed to be transferred via bank wasn’t 

done yet.

While the cities had seen a swift cleaning operation, the 

villagers complained of the lack of support. In the Kurundawad 

village of Shirol taluka, the municipality had failed to clear the 

garbage even after a week of the floods. In 

the Shikalgarvasat of the village, the residents had no other 

option than burning the waste. “What can we do? No one is 

picking up the waste. The smell can spread several diseases. 

How do we live here with this?” says one of the community 

members as he sets a few dirty clothes on fire.
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Nitish Kumar to return 
as Bihar CM again; 
swearing-in today amid 
suspense over 
deputy's post 
Nitish's name was announced at 1, Anney Marg, the Chief 

Minister's official residence by defence minister Rajnath Singh 

who had been sent from Delhi as the 'observer' for the BJP 

Press Trust of India November 15, 2020 23:04:50 IST 
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The NDA on Sunday chose JD(U) president Nitish Kumar for 

another term as the Chief Minister of Bihar even as suspense 

hung over the fate of Sushil Kumar Modi.

Sushil, his most trusted man in the BJP, has served as Nitish's 

deputy for the major part of his tenure.

Nitish's name was announced at 1, Anney Marg, the Chief 

Minister's official residence by defence minister Rajnath Singh 

who had been sent from Delhi as the "observer" for the BJP, 

which has returned with the highest number of seats in the NDA 

in the Assembly elections.

"Nitish Kumar was unanimously elected as the NDA legislature 

party leader. Our MLAs Tarkishore Prasad and Renu Devi were 

respectively elected as the leader and deputy leader of the BJP 

legislature party", Rajnath told reporters later.

Nitish, who met Governor Phagu Chauhan along with leaders 

like BJP state president Sanjay Jaiswal to stake claim for the 

formation of a new government, said the swearing-in would 
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take place "tomorrow, between 4 and 4.30 pm" and curtly 

replied "it will be decided in due course" when asked who were 

likely to take oath as members of his state cabinet.

Rajnath, a former BJP national president, who was 

accompanied by Sushil for most of his day-long visit, however, 

ducked queries about who would be the new deputy CM. "You 

will come to know about it at an appropriate time", said Rajnath 

as Sushil  dropped ample hints about the happenings within the 

party.

The senior BJP leader, who is an avid user of social media , 

had his designation as Deputy CM dropped from his Twitter 

handle. He also congratulated Tarkishore Prasad and Renu 

Devi and came out with a cryptic tweet about his own future in 

the BJP.

"Few might have got from the BJP and the RSS as much as I 

did in my 40 years of political career. I will fulfill whatever 

responsibility that comes my way in future. Nobody can, after, 

all, snatch away from me the post of a party worker", Sushil 

said in the tweet.

Union minister Giriraj Singh, considered one of the detractors of 

Nitish Kumar in the BJP and not known to be on the best of 

terms with Sushil, came out with a tongue in cheek response. 

"Respected Sushil Kumar Modi ji, you are a leader, you held 

the office of Deputy CM and will remain a BJP leader. One 

does not become great or small because of a post."

The names of Tarkishore Prasad, a Vaishya who is known to 

be close to Sushil Modi, and Renu Devi an Extremely Backward 

Caste (EBC) who was formerly the party's national vice-

president, kept doing the rounds for the deputy CM's post 

though there has been no official confirmation.

Speculation about Prasad grew stronger late in the evening as 

he drove to the Chief Minister's Office alongside BJP national 

general secretary in0charge of the state Bhupendra Yadav and 

former Maharashtra chief minister Devendra Fadnavis who was 

made party in-charge for the Assembly elections.

Prasad's residence in Katihar was also abuzz with murmurs of 

"badi zimmedari" (big responsibility) even as family were busy 

lighting candles by way of celebration. Prasad himself refrained 

from divulging much as in reply to persistent queries from 

journalists he said little more than "I shall function in whatever 

capacity my party asks me to".
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There was also speculation that Bihar might go for two deputy 

CMs like in neighbouring Uttar Pradesh and Prasad and Renu 

Devi might be elevated as a step in that direction.

The proposed replacement of Sushil, called "Chhota Modi" in 

the political circles of Bihar, a jocular reference to the surname 

he shares with Prime Minister Narendra Modi is being viewed 

as a precursor to the BJP's ambitious plans of aggressively 

expanding its own base in Bihar, where it has played second 

fiddle to the JD(U) boss.

Nitish is also understood to have tactically remarked at the NDA 

meeting that he was in favour of "a BJP CM", but was agreeing 

to take up the job again "because of the insistence" of the 

saffron party.

The BJP leadership, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

had been emphatically stating that Nitish will be retained as CM 

even if his JD(U)'s strength were to shrink in the Assembly 

polls. The BJP is said to be wary of Nitish and sore over Chirag 

Paswan's LJP gravitating towards the Opposition Grand 

Alliance.

There have also been speculations that the BJP, which has 74 

MLAs against only 43 of JD(U), was likely to insist on having a 

greater share in the council of ministers and have one of its 

members as the Speaker, a post which has been with the 

Nitish's party ever since he took over a decade and a half ago.

In addition to the two aforementioned parties, the NDA in Bihar 

includes smaller allies Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) and 

Hindustani Awam Morcha (HAM). HAM president Jitan Ram 

Manjhi, a former chief minister, has ruled himself out of joining 

the new ministry and is said to be lobbying for his son Santosh 

Suman who is a member of the legislative council.

The VIP is in a peculiar position as all its four MLAs are said to 

be BJP cadre who fought on the fledgling outfits symbol, while 

the two-year-old party's founding president Mukesh Sahni, a 

former Bollywood set designer, himself lost in the elections.
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Madhepura Election Final Result 
2020 DECLARED: RJD MLA 
Chandra Shekhar turns away 
challenge from JDU's Nikhil Mandal
Madhepura Election Final Result 2020 DECLARED| Shekhar, 
with 79,839 votes (39.24 percent), easily thwarted the hopes 
of Mandal and Ranjan, who netted 64,767 (31.83 percent) and 
26,462 (13.01 percent) respectively. 
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Haryana's first woman 
MP and former 
Puducherry Lt 
Governor Chandrawati 
passes away at 92 
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar described her as a 

stellar example of women's empowerment and former CM 

Bhupinder Singh Hooda said her integrity and sense of service 

were her hallmarks 

Press Trust of India November 15, 2020 22:50:45 IST 

File image of Haryana's first woman MP Chandrawati. Image credits: Twitter 
@DeependerSHooda 

Chandigarh: Haryana's first woman MP and former 

Puducherry Lt Governor Chandrawati passed away on Sunday. 

She was 92. The senior Congress leader was undergoing 

treatment at the Rohtak's PGIMS hospital where she had been 

admitted since 5 November, an aide said.
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Chandrawati, who had been a Janata Party leader, became the 

first-ever woman MP from Haryana in 1977 when she defeated 

political stalwart Chaudhary Bansi Lal from the Bhiwani 

constituency. She later joined the Congress and served as the 

Lt Governor of Puducherry in 1990.

Chandrawati was residing in Charkhi Dadri district and was a 

native of Dalawas village.

While Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar described her as a 

stellar example of women's empowerment, former CM 

Bhupinder Singh Hooda said her integrity and sense of service 

were her hallmarks.

In his condolence message, Khattar said as an advocate and 

legislator, Chandrawati fought for the poor in society. "She was 

a stellar example of women empowerment. She participated 

equally in politics as well as social work," he said.

Khattar said her death has left a void in the politics of the 

country and the state. The chief minister also expressed 

condolences to the bereaved family.

Former chief minister and senior Congress leader Bhupinder 

Singh Hooda also mourned her death.

In his condolence message, Hooda said, "The death of 

Chandrawati ji has left a deep void in our public life, both at the 

national level and in Haryana."

"Her integrity, diligence and sense of service were her 

hallmarks..she served the country in many capacities, including 

as a legal luminary, MLA, MP and then Lieutenant Governor of 

Puducherry," he said.

Hooda said he had a close family relationship with 

Chandrawati, who worked with his father, the late Ranbir Singh 

Hooda.

Congress Party's general secretary and chief spokesperson 

Randeep Singh Surjewala said he was deeply saddened to 

hear the news of the passing away of the senior Congress 

leader.

As an able politician, she served the state for a long time, for 

which she will be remembered forever, Surjewala said in a 

tweet.
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tweets after admitting Biden 
won; offers no evidence for 
rigged election claims 
This just two hours after Trump 
seemingly admitted for the first time 
publicly that Joe Biden won the US 
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continued to insist that the contest 
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क����स क� व�रष्ठ न�त� व प�व� उप
र�ज्यप�ल च��वत� ज� क� �नधन क�
खबर स� अत्यन्त द�ख हुआ।

उ���न� एक क� शल र�जन��� क� त�र पर
प्रद�श क� ल�� स�व� क� �जसक� �लए
उ�� सद� य�द रख� ज�एग�।

— Randeep Singh Surjewala 
(@rssurjewala) November 15, 2020

Congress leader and Rajya Sabha MP Deepender Singh 

Hooda also condoled her demise.

"Saddened to hear the news of demise of Chandrawati ji, first 

woman MLA, Leader of Opposition, first woman MP and former 

Lt Governor and senior Congress leader," Deepender tweeted 

expressing condolences over her death.

ह�रय��� क� प्रथम म�हल� अ�धव��त�, 
पहल� म�हल� �वध�यक,पहल� म�हल�
�वध�यक दल न�त�, पहल� म�हल� स��सद, 
प�व� उप-र�ज्यप�ल व व�रष्ठ क����स न�त�
च��वत� ज� क� �नधन क� सम�च�र
द�:खद ह�।

�दव�गतआ�� क� ��व��न� श्र���ज�ल
एव� प�रजन� �, समथ�क� �क� प्र�त गहर�
स�व�दन�ए� ।
pic.twitter.com/lUwXScpBuj

— Deepender S Hooda 
(@DeependerSHooda) 
November 15, 2020
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Madhya Pradesh bypolls: Voting for 
28 Assembly seats to begin today; 
33,000 security personnel deployed
The last hour of voting will be for COVID-19 patients and 
people suspected to be suffering from the disease, state 
additional chief electoral officer Arun Tomar said 

Kerala Congress chief Mullappally 
Ramachandran draws ire with 
remarks on rape survivors, tenders 
apology
Ramachandran made the remarks while criticising the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) after solar scam accused Sarita Nair 
approached the police recently, accusing former Congress 
minister AP Anil Kumar of raping her 

Ahmed Patel admitted to ICU; 
Congress leader stable and under 
constant observation, says son
Patel, 71, had announced on Twitter on 1 October that he had 
contracted coronavirus. He has been admitted to the Medanta 
Hospital in Gurgaon for further treatment 
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'Desperate attempt that 
will find few takers': 
India responds to 
Pakistan's terrorism 
charge 
The reaction by India came a day after Pakistan's foreign 

minister claimed that India was behind some of the terror 

attacks in that country 

Press Trust of India November 15, 2020 22:49:25 IST 

File image of MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava. ANI. 

New Delhi: India on Sunday mounted a hard-hitting attack on 

Pakistan for accusing it of involvement in some of the terror 

strikes in that country, and said the so-called claims of ‘proof’ 

were figments of imagination and have no credibility.

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said 

Pakistan's "desperate attempt" will find few takers as the 

international community is aware of its tactics and that 

"concocting" documents and peddling false narratives will not 

absolve Islamabad of its "sponsorship" of terrorism.
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The angry reaction by India came a day after Pakistan's foreign 

minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, addressing  a press 

conference alongside army spokesman Major General Babar 

Iftikhar, claimed that India was behind some of the terror 

attacks in that country.

"This is yet another futile anti-India propaganda exercise. The 

so-called claims of ''proof'' against India enjoy no credibility, are 

fabricated and represent figments of imagination," Srivastava 

said in response to media queries on the allegations.

"This desperate attempt will find few takers as the international 

community is aware of Pakistan’s tactics and proof of its terror 

sponsorship has been admitted by none other than its own 

leadership," he said.

Srivastava described the press conference as an attempt on 

the part of the Pakistani establishment to shift focus from its 

internal political and economic failures and to justify cross-

border terrorism, including ceasefire violations and infiltration 

along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.

"The face of global terror, Osama Bin Laden, was found in 

Pakistan. Pakistan’s PM glorified him as a ''martyr'' from the 

floor of Parliament, he admitted the presence of 40,000 

terrorists in Pakistan.

"Their science and technology minister proudly claimed 

involvement and success of Pakistan, led by its prime minister, 

in the Pulwama terror attack in the Pulwama terror attack in 

which 40 Indian soldiers were martyred," Srivastava said.

Last month, Pakistan's science and technology minister Fawad 

Chaudhry admitted his country's role in the Pulwama attack 

during a debate in their National Assembly.

Srivastava said even distant parts of the world have seen the 

terror trail lead back to Pakistan.

"We call upon Pakistan to end its support to cross border 

terrorism. Pakistani leaders have never hidden the fact that it 

has become a factory for producing terrorists. India is not the 

only neighbour to be targeted as underlined by the statements 

of countries similarly targeted," he said.

"Distant parts of the world have seen the terror trail lead back to 

Pakistan. Concocting documents and peddling false narratives 

will not absolve Pakistan of such actions. We are confident the 

world will hold it to account," the MEA spokesperson added.

'I concede nothing!': Trump 
tweets after admitting Biden 
won; offers no evidence for 
rigged election claims 
This just two hours after Trump 
seemingly admitted for the first time 
publicly that Joe Biden won the US 
presidential election though he 
continued to insist that the contest 
"was rigged" and offered no 
evidence 
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Srivastava said Pakistani forces continue to engage in 

providing supporting cover fire to infiltrators despite repeated 

calls for restraint and adherence to the ceasefire understanding 

of 2003 for maintaining peace and tranquillity along the Line of 

Control.

"The incessant infiltration of terrorists and induction of weapons 

to fuel terror activities continues unabated. Such activities are 

not possible without the support of Pakistani forces deployed 

along the LoC," he said.

India had on Saturday summoned the Charge d'Affaires of the 

Pakistan High Commission and lodged a strong protest with 

him over the unprovoked ceasefire violations by Pakistani 

forces in multiple sectors along the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir 

targeting innocent civilians on Friday.

Triggering a major flare-up along the LoC on Friday, Pakistan 

resorted to heavy shelling in several areas along the LoC in 

north Kashmir killing five security personnel apart from at least 

four civilians following which the Indian Army mounted a major 

retaliation pounding several Pakistani positions with anti-tank 

guided missiles and artillery guns

Indian military sources said at least eight Pakistani soldiers 

were killed and 12 others injured in the retaliation.

Notwithstanding the  pandemic in the region, 

Pakistan has been resorting to unprovoked ceasefire violations 

along the LoC and making concerted efforts to push militants 

into Kashmir.

Pakistani hostilities increased after India announced its decision 

to withdraw the special status of Jammu and Kashmir and 

divide the state into two union territories in August last year.
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Pakistan's decision to 
transfer Kartarpur 
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non-Sikh 

management 
India's foreign ministry also said that the 
move "exposes the reality of the 
Pakistani government and its tall claims 
of preserving and protecting the rights 
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ASEAN summit: 
Narendra Modi 
pitches for 
convergence of 
approach to ensure 

free, open and rules-based Indo-
Pacific 
In the summit, Modi announced a 
contribution of $1 million to COVID-19 
ASEAN Response Fund and stressed on 
leveraging strong ties between the two 
sides in the battle against the pandemic 
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Pakistan, says MEA 
MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava 
said Islamabad has no locus standi on 
territories "illegally and forcibly" 
occupied by it and and asked the 
neighbouring country to immediately 
vacate such areas 

INI CET 2021 admit 
card to be released 
soon at 
aiimsexams.org; 
entrance test on 20 

November 
Candidates who qualify the Institute of 
National Importance Combined Entrance 
Test will be eligible for admission to 
various postgraduate courses in 
medicine and surgery at prominent 
government medical institutes such as 
AIIMS, JIPMER, PGIMER and NIMHANS 
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ALSO READ

Younis Khan to remain Pakistan's 
batting coach until 2022 T20 World 
Cup, announces PCB
When not on national duty, Younis will work at the High 
Performance Centre at Karachi, where he'll be joined by 
another Pakistan legend Mohammed Yousuf. 
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Pakistan vs Zimbabwe: Former 
Chevrons captain Elton Chigumbura 
to retire after final T20I
Chigumbura has played 213 one-day internationals for his 
country — only behind Andy Flower (221) and equal with 
Andy's brother Grant, scoring 4,340 runs at an average of 
25.23. 

Tablighi Jamaat case and 
Indonesia: How India's domestic 
politics is adversely affecting its 
foreign policy agenda
India's domestic political situation has the potential to create a 
major foreign policy turmoil in the coming years especially 
from the least expected corners such as Indonesia and the 
ASEAN. If that happens, New Delhi may bid adieu to its 
eastward ambitions. 
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