TIME TO ACT

STOPPING VIOLENCE,
SAFEGUARDING HEALTH CARE

VIOLE C AGAI S ITSA
HEALTH GAREMUSTEN®. MATTER
OF LIFE
2. DEATH



IT’'S HAPPENING RIGHT NOW ...

Doctors, nurses, ambulance drivers and first-aiders
are coming under attack while trying to save lives.
They are threatened, arrested or beaten, their
hospitals looted or bombed. Some are unable to
work because medical supplies can't get through;
some are forced to flee for their lives. Some are
even killed.

THE IMPACT OF VIOLENCE

Attacks on health-care personnel, facilities and
vehicles during armed conflict are wrong. They are
prohibited under international humanitarian law
(also known as the law of war), because they deprive
sick and wounded people of much-needed care.

Preventing violence against health care is a
matter of life and death.

For civilians already enduring the horrors of war, attacks on health-care services mean:

™

No prenatal
care

e % & % ©

No vaccination
programmes

Death,

disability
and disease

No medicines or
treatment available
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WE CAN END VIOLENCE AGAINST HEALTH CARE

2011

HCiD initiative — Resolution 5 of the International Conference of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent calls upon the ICRC to begin consultations with experts from States, the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (Movement) and health-care
communities worldwide to formulate recommendations for making the delivery of
health care safer in armed conflict. The Health Care in Danger (HCiD) initiative is born.

2012-2014

!

Consultations with experts — Over 500 participants take part. Members of the
Movement, health workers, government officials, armed groups, humanitarian
organizations and members of civil society from all over the world share and discuss
their experiences and formulate recommendations together to make access to health

2015-2016

care and its delivery safer.

Global commitments - Resolution 4 of the International Conference of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent, and Resolution 2286 of the UN Security Council, adopted in
December 2015 and May 2016 respectively, endorse the recommendations developed
in the framework of the HCiD initiative and urge States and other actors to implement
a series of measures for the protection of health care.

We can prevent the violence or seek to mitigate its impact. Several health-care and humanitarian
organizations have come together under the Health Care in Danger initiative with practical recom-

mendations to make the delivery of health care in armed conflict or other emergencies safer. States,
the health-care community and the Movement have committed, to various degrees, to act on the
recommendations. But these commitments alone are not enough.




A. Synenko/ICRC

HEALTH CARE IN DANGER WHAT YOU CAN DO

The Health Care in Danger initiative was launched Download the Health Care in Danger

by the International Red Cross and Red Crescent campaign kit and help us reach more people
Movement. and spread the word:

It brings together people from around the world www.healthcareindanger.org/campaign-kit/
who believe everyone has the right to receive

health care during armed conflicts and that health Stop the violence. Safeguard health care.
workers should be able to do their job in safety.

Our priority is to ensure States and non-State armed
groups take action to protect health-care services
so that the Movement and the health-care com-
munity can carry out their life-saving activities.

International Committee of the Red Cross
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