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MISSION

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
is an impartial, neutral and independent organization 
whose exclusively humanitarian mission is to protect 
the lives and dignity of victims of armed conflict and 
other situations of violence and to provide them with 
assistance. The ICRC also endeavours to prevent suffering 
by promoting and strengthening humanitarian law and 
universal humanitarian principles. Established in 1863, 
the ICRC is at the origin of the Geneva Conventions and 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. 
It directs and coordinates the international activities 
conducted by the Movement in armed conflicts and other 
situations of violence.
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BASIC RULES OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND THEIR ADDITIONAL 
PROTOCOLS

In a constant state of development, international humanitarian law, which 
protects the victims of armed conflicts, currently consists of some 600 
provisions in the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. In a 
clear and concise form, this booklet provides a handy résumé of the basic 
rules of humanitarian law; it is preceded by a summary in seven points 
setting out the key elements of the law of armed conflicts. Intended mainly 
for dissemination purposes, this work in no way replaces the complete 
provisions of the international agreements to which the marginal notes 
refer.




